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Dear Friends,

During this month when we celebrate the greater themes of love
and relationships, we'd like to take the opportunity to thank you for
all of the patience, dedication and, well, LOVE, that you
demonstrate with your children every day. Whether you are a
teacher, a parent or an administrator, you are touching the souls of
some amazing kids, and making a difference with each gesture you
make toward guiding them to a love of learning.

How do you keep your own fires burning? How do you stay
devoted to your passions and inner callings in the face of numerous
daily challenges, so that you can ignite sparks in your students to
expand their minds? How do you encourage your children's
passions in and outside of the classroom? In this newsletter, we
feature some articles in which a few inspiring people answer these
questions. 

Harness the Power of Passions
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Teacher

Encouraging
Special Interests
of Children with
Autism

A Love Letter to the
Autistic Community

From The Autistic
Beekeeper:

If you can fight your way
past the ableism of a
Google search, the
massive online
presence of Autism
Speaks and a sea of
neurotypical narratives,
you can find the
#ActuallyAutistic
community. We live on
the back pages of
search results and within
designated hashtags,
marginally safe from our
most vocal critics. It is in
these spaces that we
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by Temple Grandin, PhD

from Autism Asperger's Digest | January/February 2013 

One key to getting a child on the spectrum motivated for schoolwork is to
use his special interests in selecting teaching materials.

There needs to be a lot more emphasis on what a child can do instead of
what he cannot do. Being on the spectrum is difficult, but we need to
develop a more "can-do" attitude. Recently, I read the most amazing book
titled The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba. It is
about a poor African farm boy who figured out how to build a windmill to
generate electricity for his house. William was motivated to learn science
and figure out how things worked. In an old library, he found some
science books that enabled him to build a generator and windmill from
scrap parts and old vehicles. 

Although William lived a life of great adversity and poverty, he followed
his passion. I suspect that he may have had some of the characteristics
of Asperger's Syndrome (AS). His single-minded drive to learn about
electricity and build a windmill could be an AS trait. He figured out how to
build generators, radio transmitters, circuit breakers, phone chargers,
and microphones. All of his devices were made from old radios, vehicle
parts, and junkyard stuff. 
 
I think this would be an excellent book for a young person on the
spectrum to read. Even though life was very hard, William succeeded.
We need to teach young people on the spectrum that they will need to
work hard to be successful. The Paralympics is another example of the
combination of hard work and passion. It shows what a person with
physical challenges can do. Amputees and paraplegics are achieving at
sports through their effort and dedication and also having a good time.

Use Passions to Educate
One key to getting a child on the spectrum motivated for schoolwork is to
use his special interests in selecting teaching materials. Special
interests and fixations on a single subject need to be harnessed to
motivate study. Jennifer Cook O'Toole (2012) in her book Asperkids
provides many good examples on how to use a child's passion to
motivate. O'Toole also happens to be on the spectrum and is the mother
of three children with AS. She provides the following strategy to use a
spectrum kid's special interests "as a way in" to a child's mind.

Step 1: Determine what aspect of the passion interests the child
the most through careful observation. One of my early obsessions
was the Rotor carnival ride. The ride consists of a big barrel that spins
around and the passengers are glued against the wall by centrifugal
force. I enjoyed the feeling of the pressure. A clever teacher could have

share our lives with each
other. It is in these
spaces that we seek
and give support. It is in
these spaces that we
rest; weary from a world
that isn't made for us.
...

Like many autistics, I've
long felt a sense of
otherness. The way I
view the world, my body
language and speaking
patterns, the challenges
of sensory processing,
these things are not
represented in any other
community I belong to.
Isolation from non-autistic
spaces, oppression and
trauma-this is our shared
history and it cultivates a
deep sense of
acceptance and respect
for one another. Autistic
is not our only identity;
we are wildly diverse
and an
acknowledgement of that
is essential to
understanding the
community.

Unlike other
communities, I take
mine with me wherever I
go. On the bus, in a
store, on my lunch break
at work-I'm joining
#Autchat or reading a
new blog post from one
of the many incredibly
talented autistic
bloggers. There is no
central community
space or official
numbers; we overlap
across platforms and
websites.

Much like communities
that people experience
solely offline, I run into
people I know in
unexpected places. A
friend from Twitter may
pop up in a Facebook
group or in an Instagram
hashtag and I assume
my feelings of surprise
and happiness are akin
to running into a friend at
the grocery store. (This
doesn't happen to me
because I generally
don't go to grocery
stores-they're sensory
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turned this into a lesson on the physics of centrifugal force.

Learning about physics through the use of the Rotor ride would have
worked for me, but it would not have worked for a child who was
passionate about Harry Potter. Jennifer used building a model of the
Parthenon to teach solid geometry to a child who had a special interest in
Greek mythology. For lower-level math, a child with the same interest
could count different mythological characters. To motivate reading, books
on mythology could be used.

Step 2: Become knowledgeable about the child's special
interest-otherwise the child may become frustrated by the teacher's (or
parent's) lack of knowledge. As a very young child, my passion was
kites and airplanes and in high school it was horses. However, visiting
my aunt's ranch got me interested in the cattle industry. My passion for
my special interest motivated me to become a world expert on cattle
handling and facility design. I turned my special interests into a career.

Step 3: Look everywhere for ways to incorporate your child's
special interest in opportunities for learning! My kite interest could
be worked into many educational activities involving math. A child who
loves mythology would be highly motivated to advance his reading skills
so he could read adult-level books about mythology.

We need to harness the tremendous motivation that is provided by a
child's special interests. Using special interests to educate individuals on
the spectrum is a win-win scenario. After all, the spectrum kid's passion
is really a direct invitation to teachers and parents to increase his
engagement and buy-in to lifelong learning. We might all be surprised at
what a child can do.

New Task 12 Lids Are In!
After a bit of trial and error, we finally got it
right! The Dox Blox stick to the Task 12 lid
without the use of putty. We are happy to
send you a lid free of charge--just send us
a request with your mailing address to
information@shoeboxtasks.com.

We hope you all get a chance to celebrate yourselves this month,
along with the many ways you are contributing to bringing learning
to life for your students.

Sincerely, 
All of us at Centering on Children  

hell.)

Our community may be
shaped by advocacy,
but by no means does
that define us. We have
humor and levity, religion
and discourse, book
clubs and support
groups. We share hopes
and dreams and
accomplishments. We
are vibrant, active and
deeply affirming.

The autistic community
isn't perfect. Humans
are too complex and
different for any such
thing to exist. We
experience ableism,
conflicting goals, and
differences of opinion, on
matters large and small.
What we do have is an
open source culture,
dependent on its
members' ability to alter,
collaborate and better
our community
experience. I love all of
these strengths and
flaws...Our acts of
community are defiant in
a society that devalues
our existence but it
doesn't deter us. It
doesn't even slow us
down.

When I first accepted
my identity as autistic
(which is not the same
as diagnosis), and
acknowledged the
otherness that has
defined my life, I turned
to the Internet, where I
had always
communicated best.
What I found was
disheartening, the
validation of my worst
fears. I was inherently
wrong somehow, and
there could be no
gratification in
acceptance of self.

It was only after I kept
digging, certain that
someone somewhere
knew what it was like to
be me and not just what
it was like to be around
me, that I found the
fringes of my community.
Each new experience
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started to heal a wound
deep inside of myself.
The acceptance I found,
a salve for hurt I had
internalized for so long.
This community saved
me and it will continue to
save others.

This is not a plea of
understanding, this is not
a persuasive argument
for the value of our
community and this is
not a defense of autistic
culture. This is a
celebration, an
acknowledgement and a
moment of reflection.
This is a love letter to the
autistic community and
all of the amazing people
that belong to it. ♥

Save
10%

Parents, families, and educators paying out-of-pocket always save 10% on
ShoeboxTasks purchases  (excluding replacement parts).  
Email us at information@shoeboxtasks.com for the coupon code.
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